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SHAWNEE COUNTY TEMPORARY FIREWORKS STAND PERMIT APPLICATION 
***Permitted Fireworks Stands May Operate From June 27th Through July 5th – 8 a.m. to Midnight*** 

APPLICATION DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A BUILDING PERMIT 
 
APPLICANT NAME: _____________________________________________  Phone #: ___________________________  
 
Address:  _____________________________________ City: ____________________  ST: ______ Zip: ______________  
 
Email Address: ____________________________________________________  
 
PROPERTY OWNER NAME: ______________________________________  Phone #: ___________________________  
 
Address:  _____________________________________ City: ____________________  ST: ______ Zip: ______________  
 
Email Address: ____________________________________________________  

 Building OR  Tent Years at Location:  _________________________________  

Name of Fireworks Stand: __________________________________________________________  

Address of Fireworks Stand: ________________________________________________________  
CHECK BOXES BELOW TO VERIFY ALL REQUIREMENTS OF FIREWORKS RESOLUTION ARE MET IN ATTACHED SITE PLAN: 
 The number and location of off-street parking spaces at the stand (minimum of 5 parking spaces and a handicap space are required); 
 The location of fire extinguishers, water barrel and/or water hose(s) as required by K.A.R. 22-6-4 and amendments; 
 The distance from the fireworks stand to all roads and/or streets (minimum 50 feet from the edge of right-of-way is required); 
 The distance from the fireworks stand to all property lines (minimum of 10 feet required); 
 The distances from the fireworks stand to all structures on-site, including other fireworks stands (minimum of 50 feet required); and 
 The entrance location. 

Name of Solid Waste (Trash) Provider/Company: _______________________________________  

I hereby acknowledge the information presented is correct and that I will comply with Shawnee County Home Rule 
Resolution No. 2006-11, and amendments thereto; applicable Kansas Fireworks Regulations and the Kansas Fireworks 
Act; Kansas Retailer’s Tax Regulations; and any other applicable federal, state, county or local regulations. 

 
 ________________________________   _________________________________   ____________________________  
 Name (Print) and Title Signature of Property Owner Date 

 
 ________________________________   _________________________________   ____________________________  
 Name (Print) and Title Signature of Applicant Date 

 
For Administrative Use Only REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS DUE MAY 15TH 

County Engineer Signature:  _____________________________________________________________  Date:  ________________________________  

County Sheriff Signature:  _______________________________________________________________  Date:  ________________________________  

County Zoning Administrator Signature:  ____________________________________________________  Date:  ________________________________  
 

APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF SHAWNEE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 ________________________________________________________  ATTEST: ______________________________________________________  
 CHAIRMAN SHAWNEE COUNTY CLERK 

DATE: ___________________________________________________  DATE: ________________________________________________________  
 

For Administrative Use Only Comm. Dist.: _________ Township:_________ Fire Dist.:__________ FRW-2023-_______________ 

Fee-$500    CC Trans # /  Check #_______ Plt. Amt. $_______ Zoning:_______ Ent. #________ Date Filed:  _______________ 

FR
W

-2023-________ 
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Shawnee County Planning Department 
1515 NW Saline Street, Suite 102, Topeka, KS  66618 

(785) 251-5410  --  www.snco.us/planning -- planning@snco.us 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS – TEMPORARY FIREWORKS STAND PERMIT 
 
 

***READ INSTRUCTIONS THOROUGHLY BEFORE SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION*** 

These instructions are provided to aid applicants in completing the application form for a Temporary Fireworks Stand 
permit for any Temporary Fireworks Stand to be located within unincorporated Shawnee County, and to advise you of any 
required policies, attachments and/or documentation needed to process your application. 
 

PERMIT REQUIRED 
 
Pursuant to Shawnee County Home Rule Resolution 2006-11, a permit is required to establish a Temporary Fireworks 
Stand at any location in unincorporated Shawnee County.  All permit applications are subject to review by the Shawnee 
County Zoning Administrator, Shawnee County Engineer and Shawnee County Sheriff’s Department, as well as final 
approval by the Shawnee County Board of Commissioners.  No fireworks sales location shall be established without first 
obtaining a permit. 
 

SALES PERIOD and HOURS OF OPERATION 
 
The sales of fireworks, including the dates such sales are allowed, shall be from June 27th to July 5th, in accordance with 
the Kansas Fireworks Regulations as administered by the State Fire Marshall, State of Kansas, and other applicable laws 
of the State of Kansas, including the Kansas Retailer’s Sales Tax Act. 
 
The sales of fireworks shall be restricted to the hours of 8:00 am to midnight. 

 
APPLICATION PROCEDURE 

 
Prior to the establishment of a Temporary Fireworks Stand, the owner(s) of the subject property and/or applicant shall 
make application to the Shawnee County Planning Department for a Temporary Fireworks Stand permit, as follows:   

❑ Application.  Application shall be filed on or before May 1st by 5:00 pm with the Shawnee County Zoning 
Administrator, at the Shawnee County Planning Department.  Each application shall be signed by both the property 
owner and applicant, and must contain a contact name and phone number.  Applications received after said date shall 
be returned and no action shall be taken on them. 

❑ Filing Fee.  All applications for a Temporary Fireworks Stand shall be accompanied by a permit fee of $500 made 
payable to the Shawnee County Treasurer. 

❑ Site Plan.  All applications for a Temporary Fireworks Stand shall be accompanied by a detailed and legible site plan.  
The site plan shall indicate: 

 1. The number and location of off-street parking spaces at the stand (minimum of 5 parking spaces and a handicap 
space required); 

 2. The location of fire extinguishers, water barrel and/or water hose(s) as required by K.A.R. 22-6-4 and 
amendments; 

 3. The distance from the fireworks stand to all roads.  The minimum distance is 50-feet as measured from the right-
of-way line; 

 4. The distances from the fireworks stand to all property lines.  The minimum distance is 10-feet. 

 5. The distance from the fireworks stand to all structures on-site, including other fireworks stands (minimum of 
50-feet required); and,  

 6. The entrance location. 

http://www.snco.us/planning
mailto:planning@snco.us


Shawnee County Temporary Fireworks Stand Permit Instructions (Revised 04/2023) Page 2 of 3 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
PERMIT PROCESS 
All applications must be received on or before May 1 by 5:00 pm. Upon receipt, the Zoning Administrator is responsible for reviewing 

all permit applications for accuracy and completeness. Following the May 1st deadline, the Zoning Administrator shall submit all permit 
applications to the Shawnee County Sheriff’s Office and Shawnee County Engineer for review and recommendation.  Any issues raised 
by the Sheriff’s Office or County Engineer must be resolved before the application is transferred to the Board of County Commissioners 
for consideration.   
 
By no later than June 1st, the Zoning Administrator shall submit his/her recommendation, together with the report and recommendation 
of the Sheriff’s Office and County Engineer, to the Board of County Commissioners for their consideration and action. 
 
Applicants may reapply for alternate locations as often as time allows, if the Zoning Administrator disapproves an application for 
noncompliance on or before the May 1st filing deadline.  When an application has been properly filed on or before May 1st, but is 
disapproved after that date, the applicant may reapply for no more than one (1) alternate site within 5 days of the date the original 
application was disapproved.  In such cases, the Zoning Administrator, County Engineer and Sheriff’s Office shall submit their 
respective reports and recommendations to the County Commission within 5 days of the date the application for said alternate site was 
filed. 
 
If an application is not approved by the Board of County Commissioners, up to 50% of the permit fee may be refunded by the County 
Commission upon written request. 
 
PROHIBITED LOCATIONS 

As a matter of public safety, due to the unusual volume of traffic in and around the Lake Shawnee County area about the 4 th of July 
each year, the County Commission has determined that no fireworks stand permits shall be issued for any location along either side of 
any road abutting Lake Shawnee. 
 
WAIVER 

The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to waive strict adherence to setback distances or parking requirements outl ined 
above after an investigation of the circumstances of a particular application and shall make a report of said investigation in his/her 
recommendation to the County Commission. 
 
PENALTIES 

Any person who violates any of above noted provisions shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor crime, and upon conviction or a plea 
of guilty therefore, may be fined a definite sum of money, not exceeding $1,000 or confined in the County Jail for a definite term not 
exceeding 6-months, or both.  In addition, the Zoning Administrator may immediately revoke any fireworks permit issued for a site that 
violates any requirement for the location and operation of a temporary fireworks stand.  
 
OTHER POLICIES 

In addition to the requirements and restrictions provided above, approval of individual sales locations and operations shall be 
determined based on compliance with the following safety standards: 
 
Location and Entrance.  The location and entrance of the temporary stand, tent, or its operation shall not create any hazard relating to 

the movement or circulation of traffic or pedestrians.  In no instance shall said temporary stand, tent, or its operation, excluding any 
public parking area, be located less than 50-feet from the edge of the right-of-way of any public road or street. 
 
Setbacks.  The location of the temporary stand, tent or its operation shall be at least 50-feet from any dwelling or other structure on-

site, including any other fireworks stands, and at least 10-feet from any adjoining property line.  No temporary sales of fireworks shall be 
allowed within an existing permanent structure already occupied by another use. 
 
Parking.  Off-street parking shall be provided at a ratio of 1 space per 200 square feet of space occupied by the temporary stand, tent, 

or its operation, but in no instance shall there be less than 5 spaces, at or near the location of the operation. 
 
Supervision.  A person 18-years of age or older shall be present to supervise the operation of the stand at all times. 

 
Solid Waste Disposal.  The location of the temporary stand, tent, or its operation shall be maintained in a clean, clutter free 

environment and free of blowing trash.  The applicant shall provide at the time of application their method for the proper disposal of 
waste. 
 
Fireworks Storage.  Fireworks intended for sale may not be stored for a period of more than 30-days at any location unless the area is 

zoned the I-1 or I-2 Districts. 
 
Enforcement.  The Sheriff and Planning Departments shall periodically inspect such operations for compliance with the above stated 

standards.  The Sheriff and Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to close any stand operating in violation of this resolution, or in 
violation of any other license or permit required by law. 
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